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Bend Park & Recreation 
District officials say they 
will let the utility company 
that owns Mirror Pond 
dam decide whether the 
public gets to see a tax-
payer-funded inspection 
report on the structure. 

At least on the surface, 
that decision appears to 
be at odds with how city 
councilors and utility 
company officials want to 
proceed. In fact, each par-
ty involved has a different 
idea on how the park 
district should handle 
the report. A PacifiCorp 
spokesman said the deci-
sion on whether to release 
the report is up to the park 
district, while two city 
councilors involved in the 
process said on Monday 
the report is part of an 
important community 
discussion and should 
be released to the public. 
PacifiCorp spokesman 
Bob Gravely said the util-
ity would like to see the 
report and possibly redact 
sections of it before the 
public would see it. 

WASHINGTON — The 
FedEx truck arrived be-
fore daybreak Tuesday, 
backing up to the loading 
dock at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Nat-
ural History.

The police escort — 
which rolled with the 
semi from Hagerstown, 
Md., more than an hour 
from the Mall — indicated 
a very special delivery. 
So, too, did the custom 
wrap on the trailer. “De-
livering history: The Na-
tion’s T. rex,” it said next 
to a painted Tyrannosau-
rus rex.

The first of 16 wooden 
crates — each sealed with 
tape and marked “FRAG-
ILE” multiple times — 
rolled off the 53-foot-long 
trailer at 6:26 a.m. A few 
minutes later, museum 
director Kirk Johnson 
signed for the delivery of 
a dinosaur. 

WASHINGTON — The 
Census Bureau, the au-
thoritative source of health 
insurance data for more 
than three decades, is 
changing its annual survey 
so thoroughly that it will 
be difficult to measure the 
effects of President Barack 
Obama’s health care law 
in the next report, due this 
fall, census officials said.

The changes are intend-
ed to improve the accu-
racy of the survey, being 
conducted this month in 
interviews with tens of 
thousands of households 
around the country. But 
the new questions are so 
different that the findings 
will not be comparable, the 
officials said.

DONETSK, Ukraine — The 
Ukrainian military on Tuesday 
secured an airfield threatened 
by Russian sympathizers, sig-
naling the start of a campaign 
to counter militants who have 
stormed official buildings in at 

least 10 eastern cities.
After days of a cautious re-

sponse and empty ultimatums, 
the government’s deployment 

of troops on Tuesday could sig-
nal an escalation of the crisis, 
which is playing out much like 
what led to Crimea’s annex-
ation by Russia early this year.

Officials in Moscow have 
sternly warned against us-
ing force to deter what they 
say are “self-defenders” who 

are acting to protect the in-
terests of ethnic Russians in 
Ukraine’s east. Too strong a 
response, officials in Kiev and 
Western capitals have wa-
gered, could be used by Russia 
as a pretext to send its troops 
spilling over the border.

Ukrainian troops face Russian sympathizers
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Leo Dolan, a Summit High 
School junior temporarily 
encumbered by a foot cast, 
can pinpoint the moment 
when the game “2048” took 
over his school.

The first download, Dolan 
surmises, was by a friend 
of his on a lacrosse trip to 
Boise. Dolan was the third, 
and when the team loaded up 
on the bus, it spread, though 
he notes it was temporarily 
“quarantined” within the bus.

“But when we got back, it 
was like a disease, it was just 
like wildfire,” Dolan said.

The dominance of “2048,” 
a number-based puzzle game 
that can be downloaded on 
a smartphone or tablet, was 
facilitated by the fact that all 
Summit students have their 
own school-issued iPads. 
Beginning this year, Summit 
is one of eight schools in 
the digital conversion pilot, 

a move by Bend-La Pine 
Schools to evaluate how the 
devices can help replace 
paper-based resources and 
improve instruction. If every-
thing goes well, every student 
in the district could eventual-
ly be handed a device.

 Summit Principal Alice 

DeWittie said the devices 
have transformed the school, 
granting teachers more 
leeway in how they teach 
and providing students 
with more resources while 
enhancing digital literacy, 
something she continually 
emphasized is essential for 

college and career success.
Dolan isn’t so impressed.
“Overall it’s been a det-

riment to the school,” he 
declared, his principal look-
ing on with a skeptical grin. 
“Kids spend way too much 
time playing games, cutting 
off social interactions.”

DeWittie asked Dolan who 
would be in charge of keeping 
kids on task at college, where 
they will have similar free-
dom to use tablets and com-
puters whenever they want. 
Swinging on his crutches, 
Dolan said, “I see that.”

DeWittie said students and 
teachers overwhelmingly 
seem to be embracing the 
devices, but, even so, “Some 
kids are going to slack no 
matter what.” DeWittie char-
acterized this year as one of 
experimentation, a time for 
teachers to use the devices 
to whatever degree they feel 
comfortable with. 

By Tyler Leeds
The Bulletin

Photos by Andy Tullis / The Bulletin

Students use school-issued iPads in a geometry class taught by Brandon Thompson, standing, at Summit High on Monday. 
Thompson frequently projects the work his students are doing on their iPads to a screen at the front of the class.

Ninth-grader Johnathon Kennedy uses an iPad Monday in 
geometry class at Summit High School in Bend.

See iPads / A4

Correction
In a story headlined “Total 

lunar eclipse: What is a blood 
moon?” which appeared 
Friday, April 11, on Page A3, 
the date of the eclipse was 
reported incorrectly due to an 
editing error. The eclipse began 
Monday, April 14.

The Bulletin regrets the 
error.

Clarification
In a story headlined “Out-of-

network ER costs often out of 
your control,” which appeared 
Saturday, April 12, on Page 
A1, a comment by Maryclair 
Jorgensen of St. Charles Health 
System may have been unclear. 
Referring to a potential antitrust 
issue, according to Jorgensen, 
St. Charles cannot get involved 
in contract negotiations be-
tween insurance companies 
and the providers the health 
system contracts with and who 
are not St. Charles employees.

See Census / A5
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• In Russia, propaganda in full 

swing, A5
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The park district, a gov-
ernment agency that is 
separate from the city of 
Bend, hired Phoenix, Ariz.-
based contractor Gannett 
Fleming Inc. to inspect the 
dam on the Deschutes Riv-
er last month and provide 
an independent opinion of 
its condition. The inspec-
tion is supposed to provide 
crucial information on 
future dam maintenance 
costs for city councilors 
and park district officials, 
who are negotiating to ac-
quire the dam from owner 
PacifiCorp.

The park district will 
pay $23,500 for the inspec-
tion and report, Mirror 
Pond Project Manager Jim 
Figurski wrote in a recent 
email. However, Figurski 
and park district Executive 
Director Don Horton wrote 
in emails that because they 
signed a nondisclosure 
agreement with Pacifi-
Corp, the utility has the le-
gal right to decide whether 
the district can release the 
report. Figurski and Hor-
ton declined to provide a 
copy of the report to The 
Bulletin without permis-
sion from PacifiCorp. 

City Councilor Mark Ca-
pell said on Monday that 
because this is an inde-
pendent inspection report 
on the dam, it should not 
contain any of PacifiCorp’s 
proprietary information. 
Capell and City Council-
or Victor Chudowsky are 
both members of the Mir-
ror Pond ad hoc commit-
tee, a group that includes 
park board members and 
citizens and is tasked with 
deciding the future of Mir-
ror Pond.

“In my opinion, the com-
munity needs the informa-
tion to make a good deci-
sion,” Capell said. “So it’s 
information that needs to 
be released.”

Chudowsky agreed. “I 
think the main thing is the 
community needs to know 
whether we’re taking over 
an asset or a liability, and 
how big that asset or liabili-
ty is,” Chudowsky said. “It’s 
critical information, abso-
lutely critical.” 

Last fall, the century-old 
dam sprang a leak and after 
PacifiCorp conducted its own 
inspection, company officials 
said repairs at the hydro-
electric project would be too 
costly to pencil out for their 
ratepayers. It was the third 
leak in five years at the dam. 
Then in February, the utili-
ty company changed course 
and agreed to repair the leak. 
A PacifiCorp spokesman said 
in February that the utility 
estimated the repairs would 
cost $250,000. 

Gannett Fleming has writ-
ten a report on its inspection 
of the dam. However, Hor-
ton wrote in an email that in 
his opinion, the inspection 
report is not yet complete. “I 
reviewed it late last week and 
will be asking the consultants 
to clarify some of their find-
ings,” Horton wrote in the 
April 7 email. Horton did not 
say what he asked the consul-
tants to clarify. 

The nondisclosure agree-
ment, which names the park 
district as a potential purchas-
er of the dam and the city of 
Bend as an interested party, 
states that documents created 
with confidential information 
from PacifiCorp can only be 
released with the utility’s con-
sent. It’s unclear at this point 
whether there is any confiden-
tial information from Pacifi-

Corp in the inspection report.
Gravely confirmed last 

week that the utility wants to 
see the report before the public 
does.

“I think ultimately they own 
the report, so it will be their 
decision,” Gravely said of the 
park district. However, he said, 
the utility company does want 
to review the park district’s re-
port before it is released to the 
public and might ask the dis-
trict to redact sections of it. 

“I think the only thing we 
would want to do first is to 
make sure there’s no commer-
cially sensitive, confidential 
information that was provid-
ed under the nondisclosure 
agreement,” Gravely said. “We 
wouldn’t have a problem with 
the report itself being released 
and that would ultimately be 
their decision.”

Gravely said PacifiCorp 
employees have not yet seen 
the report, so he did not know 
what type of information the 
utility would consider to be 
commercially sensitive and 
want to redact. 

Gravely said PacifiCorp 
executives have not met with 
local officials since December 
to negotiate the possible trans-
fer of dam ownership because 
officials were waiting to learn 
the findings of the inspection. 

— Reporter: 541-617-7829,  
hborrud@bendbulletin.com
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“Some people have really 
taken off with it,” DeWittie 
said, noting the math depart-
ment in particular had found 
ways to integrate iPads into 
instruction.

In Brandon Thompson’s 
geometry class, Thompson 
frequently projects the work 
his students are doing on their 
iPads to a screen at the front 
of the class. On Monday, the 
class was trying to use the 
properties of right triangles 
to figure out where a point fell 
on the XY plane. After hav-
ing her screen beamed to the 
front of the class, one student 
highlighted the steps she had 
taken in bright yellow as she 
explained why she used the 
Pythagorean theorem.

Next door in an advanced 
algebra II class, Patricia 
Muns, a junior, said her iPad 
helps her to visualize math 
concepts, as the device offers 
charts and graphs that can be 
easily manipulated.

“I’d also say class wasn’t 
as reflective last year,” Muns 
said. “It was more of the teach-
er standing up front and just 
talking.”

Muns’ teacher, Matt John-
son, said that in addition to 
helping with engagement, 
there’s a more practical advan-
tage to having iPads.

“Nothing gets lost,” he said. 
“We have a digital record of 
all their thinking. Unless they 
had a very, very well-orga-
nized spiral before, this is bet-
ter. Also, instead of collecting 
30 papers, I can look at every-
one’s answers side by side on 
one screen.”

DeWittie said the school’s 
beefed up digital infrastruc-
ture is one of the biggest 
changes since last year, 
though she admitted, “it’s not 

the sexiest thing to talk about.” 
Teachers can use Google Docs 
or other content management 
systems to receive papers, 
pass out assignments and 
even provide students a digital 
space to collaborate and evalu-
ate one another’s work.

“We can let students com-
ment online on someone’s 
essay, and then you can even 
comment on the comment,” 
DeWittie said. “It’s really 
changing how students can 
work together.”

Beyond changing how 
teachers organize class mate-
rials, Summit has used iPads 
to alter the entire rhythm of 
the school day. A few teach-
ers at the school have begun 
using a “blended learning” 
approach, which has students 
divide their time between 
traditional class time and on-
line-based instruction. For 
some classes, students are di-
vided into two cohorts, with 
each group coming in every 
other day. When students ar-
en’t in class, they can go to the 
school commons or to the flex 
room, a space with tables and 
couches.

DeWittie said this model al-
lows for more individualized 
attention when students are in 
class, as the cohort model lets 
class sizes shrink from the 30s 
to the teens. She also noted the 
model better resembles college 
and gives students the chance 
to learn how to self-manage 
their time.

Sammi Ewing, a junior, said 
she “loves” the new approach 
in her history class.

“I actually stopped procras-
tinating,” she said. “You can 
go home and do your work, 
but when you are in class, you 
have face-to-face time with the 
teacher. The schedule gives 
us a break; we’re not just get-
ting stuff hammered into our 
heads.”

DeWittie said she has no 
problem if students use an 
off period at school to relax, 
saying many of her students 
are pushed too hard by their 
schedules. Managing what to 
do at school and what to do 
at home is part of the learn-
ing process, DeWittie said. 
Pushing instruction out of 
the classroom also bene-
fits student athletes, who, 
DeWittie noted, travel the 
state to compete and are of-
ten away from school. With 
lessons and even recorded 
teacher lectures online, stu-
dents are able to use their 
iPads to keep up on classes 
while away. 

Next year, Summit plans to 
offer more blended options, 
as the school begins formal-
izing its approach to the iP-
ads following this year of 
experimentation.

“We didn’t set parameters 
from above this year,” DeWit-
tie said. “If a teacher was very 
involved in one area, they 
could lead a session. It’s very 
self-perpetuating. But we’re 
now having conversations 
about where we want to focus 
for the future.”

Not all of the conversations 
begin with teachers. After 
running into a student in the 
hallway who was using his 
iPad to learn how to play a 
Bright Eyes song on his guitar, 
DeWittie told the genesis story 
of an iPad-based music class 
Summit hopes to offer next 
year.

“I heard what sounded like 
a little garage band in the hall-
way,” DeWittie said. “It turned 
out to be students using their 
iPads. One had downloaded a 
keyboard and there were oth-
er things. And I said to them, 
‘Is this something we should 
teach?’”

— Reporter: 541-633-2160,  
tleeds@bendbulletin.com
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Within a half-hour, all of the 
bone-filled boxes were being 
inspected inside the museum, 
which had finally filled the 
T. rex-sized hole in its fossil 
collection.

“It’s like Christmas morn-
ing,” declared dinosaur cura-
tor Matt Carrano.

The Nation’s T. rex, discov-
ered by a Montana rancher 
near Fort Peck Reservoir in 
1988 and owned by the Army 
Corps of Engineers, is on loan 
to the Natural History Muse-
um for 50 years.

It will replace a life-size T. 
rex replica that’s been dis-
played in the Natural Histo-
ry Museum’s dinosaur hall 
since 1999, shortly after the 
Smithsonian lost out on Sue, 
the world’s most famous dino-
saur fossil, at a hotly contested 
auction.

“The absence of a T. rex was 
unforgivable,” Johnson said, 
standing among the crates. 
“It’s this amazing dream for 
me to get this iconic fossil.”

“It’s a wonderful day for the 
nation,” said Lt. Gen. Thomas 
Bostick, the Army Corps com-
mander who signed off on the 
long-term loan.

The world’s sec-
ond-most-visited museum has 
big plans for the borrowed 
king carnivore: It will stand as 
the centerpiece of the new di-
nosaur hall that’s scheduled to 
open in 2019, after a five-year, 
$48 million makeover. The 
hall — one of the most visited 
spaces at the Natural History 
Museum — closes April 28.

“It’s an amazing object,” 
Johnson said of the T. rex.

The 38-foot-long dinosaur 
died more than 66 million 
years ago in a riverbed and 
was frozen in time — and 

rock — for ages. It remained 
unseen and undisturbed from 
the late Cretaceous Period un-
til around Labor Day in 1988, 
when rancher Kathy Wankel 
spotted a small part of an arm 
bone during a day hike in a 
wildlife refuge.

Wankel and her husband, 
Tom, eventually brought their 
find to the Museum of the 
Rockies in Bozeman, Mont., 
where the chief “preparator of 
paleontology,” Patrick Leiggi, 
began furiously puffing his 
Marlboro Light upon seeing 
the prehistoric find.

Eventually, an excavation 
team unearthed between 80 
and 85 percent of the bones on 
the Army Corps site, making 
it one of the five most complete 
T. rex specimens ever recov-
ered. It included the first T. 
rex arm ever discovered (“not 
much bigger than my arm,” 
Johnson noted), and it was 
dubbed “the Wankel T. rex” by 
the Museum of the Rockies.

“To see it come to the Na-
tional Museum is pretty ex-
citing,” Leiggi said Tuesday, 
standing between a polyure-
thane cast of the Wankel T. 
rex skull, and Kathy and Tom 
Wankel and 24 of their rela-
tives — 25, if you count the T. 
rex.

“We’re very proud … par-
ents,” Kathy Wankel said. 
“Big, ugly baby. (But) we think 
he’s beautiful.”

“Kind of old, too,” her hus-
band said.

Tuesday, after the seal on 
the trailer was broken and 
the dinosaur was signed over 
to the Smithsonian, the mu-
seum began to reveal the old 
bones.

First came the T. rex’s right 
femur, which was enormous 
— roughly the size of an ele-
mentary school student and 
weighing at least 100 pounds.

Then, out of a box marked 
“WOW,” came components 
of the skull: the left maxilla 
and right dentary (rough-
ly, the cheek and lower jaw). 
They contained massive ba-
nana-shaped teeth that, John-
son said, will help the museum 
win over children for years to 
come. “Dinosaurs are the gate-
way drug to science for kids,” 
he said.

Adults can’t resist meat-eat-
ers, either. Shortly after the 
beast’s bones were introduced, 
#NationsTrex began trending 
on Twitter.

Once the fossil goes on dis-
play in 2019, hundreds of mil-
lions of people are expected 
to see it over the course of the 
50-year loan.

For the time being, the 
bones are in an exhibition 
space dubbed the “Rex Room,” 
near the museum’s rotunda, 
where Smithsonian conserva-
tors, scientists, 3-D imaging 
technicians and others will 
clean, repair, reinforce and re-
cord each piece between now 
and National Fossil Day on 
Oct. 15, after which the speci-
men will be sent to Toronto for 
mounting work.

On Tuesday morning, 
crowds heavy on families 
with spring-breaking kids 
streamed past the Rex Room, 
peering through two metal 
gates for a glimpse of Wash-
ington’s new rock star. Most of 
the fossilized bones still were 
in their protective cradles in-
side the crates, so four skull 
casts — of a T. Rex and some 
related species — generated 
most of the oohs.

A sign outside the Rex 
Room announced, “Some as-
sembly required.”

Good work if you can get it, 
said Carrano, the dinosaur cu-
rator. “This is a once-in-a-life-
time thing.”

Nikki Kahn / The Washington Post

Pat Leiggi, left, administrative director of paleontology and director of exhibits at the Museum of the 
Rockies, and Sheldon “Shelley” McKamey, executive director of the Museum of the Rockies, look 
over the right femur of the Wankel T. rex after it was delivered Tuesday to the Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural History in Washington.
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