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Money raised and 
spent by area PACs

Details 
released 
in Lanning 
incident

NIH wants 
gender bias 
out of early 
studies

A WWII 
plane set 
for a new 
mission

Central Oregon Com-
munity College’s pres-
idential search was de-
railed by events following 
a night of drinking among 
Chemeketa Community 
College administrators at 
a conference, according 
to a police report released 
Wednesday by the Port 
of Portland Police. The 
next morning, COCC’s 
top choice 
for president, 
Patrick Lan-
ning, was 
asked by 
co-workers 
to leave the 
conference 
after a colleague said he 
entered her hotel room 
while she was intoxicat-
ed, though the claimant 
stated she could not 
remember exactly what 
happened.

According to the Port 
of Portland Police, which 
investigated the case, Lan-
ning will not be charged 
with any crime. However, 
a tort claim notice was 
filed with Chemeketa on 
Feb. 24, indicating the 
claimant may sue the 
college “for acts of sexual 
abuse, or sexual contact” 
conducted by Lanning 
while the claimant “was 
physically helpless.”

Amid growing evidence 
that many drugs are not 
as effective in women as 
in men, the U.S. National 
Institutes of Health on 
Wednesday warned sci-
entists that they must take 
steps to alter long-stand-
ing basic research 
methods.

The NIH has already 
taken researchers to task 
for their failure to include 
adequate numbers of wom-
en in clinical trials. The 
new announcement is an 
acknowledgment that gen-
der disparity begins much 
earlier in the research 
process.

Even in the most pre-
liminary stages of inves-
tigation, many scientists 
for decades have tested 
their theories only in male 
lab rats or only in male 
tissues and cells. Now the 
NIH wants scientists that 
it funds to include female 
lab animals and female 
cell lines.

GENESEO, N.Y. — The 
plane has no fixed seats, 
no flight attendants, no 
in-flight movie and no 
bathroom. It isn’t heated, 
insulated or pressurized. 
And on its last tour over 
France, somebody tried to 
shoot it down.

But today, a septuage-
narian war horse known 
as the Whiskey 7 will take 
off from a grass airstrip 
in central New York to 
attempt its most ambitious 
post-armistice mission: a 
trans-Atlantic crossing to 
pay tribute to the young 
Americans who went to 
war in Europe and those 
who never came home.

The plane — a twin-en-
gine, propeller-driven C-47 
military transport — will 
cross the famously frigid 
North Atlantic for the 70th 
anniversary of the storm-
ing of Normandy in World 
War II, when the Whiskey 
7 was a lead plane in a 
Britain-based group that 
dropped paratroopers over 
coastal France. This time 
around, its crew will nav-
igate a 3,600-mile-long — 
and presumably flak-free 
— route, making refueling 
stops in Maine, Labrador, 
Greenland, Iceland and 
Scotland before buzzing 
the skies over Omaha 
Beach in early June.

Or so they hope. The 
five-person, all-volunteer 
aircrew is packing life 
rafts, survival suits and 
other safety gear in the 
event of emergency.

EUGENE — A federal 
judge on Wednesday morn-
ing denied a request from a 
national advocacy group to 
intervene in a lawsuit and 
argue in support of Oregon’s 
ban on gay marriage.

U.S. District Judge Mi-
chael McShane said the Na-

tional Organization for Mar-
riage does not have standing 
to defend the ban in the 
place of the Oregon attorney 
general and did not seek to 
intervene in a timely man-
ner. The organization filed to 
defend the Oregon ban two 
days before the plaintiffs’ 
scheduled oral arguments 
last month.

McShane issued his de-
cision on Wednesday from 
the bench at the U.S. District 
Court in Eugene, after short 
oral arguments. 

John Eastman, a lawyer 
and chairman of the National 
Organization for Marriage, 
said the group will appeal 
the judge’s ruling to the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 

and seek a stay of any ruling 
McShane will issue on the 
case. Eastman said he was 
disappointed but not sur-
prised at the judge’s decision 
on Wednesday.

“We think we made a very 
strong argument on why our 
members had a protectable 
interest,” Eastman said.

Judge: Group can’t argue 
for state gay marriage ban
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At least a dozen political action committees operate across Central Oregon, and nine are actively raising money this year. Each group’s 
fundraising and spending figures are from Nov. 1 through this week.

Political action committees operating in Central Oregon

Andy Zeigert / The BulletinSource: Oregon Secretary of State
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Central Oregon candi-
dates for county commis-
sioner, district attorney 
and the Oregon Legislature 
have raised thousands of 
dollars in their campaigns 
this year.

But behind the scenes of 
these high-profile races, a 
group of High Desert polit-
ical action committees has 
been busy, too.

Ten Central Oregon-based 
PACs have raised more than 
$29,000 across the region 
over the last six months and 
spent $22,000, state cam-
paign finance records show.

None of their dollar fig-
ures are eye-popping on 
their own, and much of the 
money they’re spending is 
going to campaign basics 
like fliers and yard signs, or 
to state and national PACs 

that support their causes.
But in some cases, PAC 

funds are going straight to 
the pockets of local can-
didates. As the November 
general election draws near-
er and campaigns heat up, 
many committee members 
expect those figures to rise.

Last month, the Cen-
tral Oregon Association 
of Realtors PAC wrote a 
$1,500 check for Deschutes 
County Commissioner Tony 
DeBone’s re-election bid 
and a $500 one for Crook 
County Commissioner Seth 
Crawford.

“They’re both people 
we’ve supported in the past,” 
said Bill Robie, government 
affairs director for the Cen-
tral Oregon Association of 
Realtors. “From our perspec-
tive, they’re pro-economic 
development, pro-job cre-
ation candidates. They’re 

strong on private property 
rights.”

The Realtors’ PAC has 
raised more than $11,000 
since November and spent 
about $2,600. Much of the 
money comes from member-
ship dues from the local real 
estate community.

But a 2012 Oregon ballot 
measure banning some tax-
es on the sale of a property 
galvanized the local Real-
tors’ group, Robie said. Even 
after the measure passed, 
the group held one of its first 
true fundraising events, and 
could plan more. 

“When you go in cam-
paigning like that, it energiz-
es people and keeps the mo-
mentum going,” Robie said.

About half of the Central 
Oregon fundraising total 
comes from real estate and 
homebuilder PACs, high-
lighting those industries’ 

continued clout in the re-
gion, even as the fallout from 
the 2008 housing crash still 
settles.

The Central Oregon Small 
Business PAC, a committee 
run by the Central Oregon 
Builders Association and Or-
egon State Sen. Tim Knopp, 
R-Bend, has raised $3,100 
since November and spent 
$1,463.

But the group’s efforts 
should grow. Between the 
2012 primary and general 
elections, the group gave 
more than $2,500 to two 
Bend City Council candi-
dates, one Deschutes County 
Commission candidate and 
one Oregon Legislature 
candidate.

“I think it’s safe to say that 
we will be more involved in 
the general election,” Knopp 
said.

By Elon Glucklich
The Bulletin
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Wolf photos online — See 
a series of photos that show 
OR-7, the wandering wolf, on 
the go in the southern Cascades. 
bendbulletin.com/extras

In national news — Na-
tional September 11 Memorial 
& Museum set for opening. A5

New arm — A prosthetic 
arm able to respond to multiple 
commands from a wearer’s 
brain is OK’d for U.S. use. A3

Running shoes — Won-
dering about the best fit for 
spring? D5

And a Web exclusive — 
In the wake of Donald Sterling’s 
TV interview, some other public 
apologies that went wrong. 
bendbulletin.com/extras

Supplements: worth it? — 
A breakdown of the most com-
mon supplements and their 
importance to exercise. D1

Blazers bounced — San 
Antonio sends Portland pack-
ing in convincing fashion. C1
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McShane did not indicate 
when he might rule on two 
separate lawsuits by four 
couples that seek to over-
turn the state prohibition 
on same-sex marriage. The 
judge previously consolidat-
ed the two cases.

Eastman said during a 
hearing that members of the 
group who live in Oregon, 
including an unidentified 
county clerk, would be in-
jured if same-sex couples 
are allowed to marry. East-
man said the clerk, who 
believes that gay couples 
should not be allowed to 
marry, would have to resign 
from his or her elected posi-
tion because the job would 
have changed.

After the hearing, plain-
tiff Ben West said the judge’s 
decision has a practical 
impact for him. “To me, ev-
erything they say I directly 
relate to my family and my 
son,” West said. “We’re real 
people. These are our fami-
lies, and it’s really important 
to us.”

The National Organiza-
tion for Marriage sought 
to intervene in the case be-
cause state Attorney Gener-
al Ellen Rosenblum declined 
earlier this year to defend 
the constitutional amend-
ment, approved by voters in 
2004, that limits marriage to 
one man and one woman.

McShane said the Na-
tional Organization for 
Marriage did not provide 
enough information about 
the county clerk for the 
judge to determine whether 
the clerk would be signifi-
cantly impacted by a change 
in the outcome of the case. 
For example, some of the 
least populous rural coun-
ties might not have any gay 
couples who want to mar-
ry, and if the clerk serves in 
such a county, a change in 
the state law might not af-
fect him or her.

McShane said the anon-
ymous clerk was a “mov-
ing target,” and “every time 
someone questions who 
your clerk is, we get a little 
more information.”

The judge also said the 
National Organization for 
Marriage has stated it has 
roughly 100 members in Or-
egon, and thus the group is 
not representative of Orego-
nians. McShane said he was 
not prepared to substitute a 
third party for the executive 
branch, referring to the state 
attorney general.

McShane also rejected 
the idea that a change in the 
law on gay marriage would 
negatively impact members 
of the wedding industry who 
belong to the National Or-

ganization for Marriage. “This 
case is not about who gets to eat 
cake,” McShane said, adding 
that Oregon law already pro-
hibits businesses from discrim-
inating against people based on 
their sexual orientation.

It was unclear Wednesday 
whether the campaign to allow 
same-sex marriage will stick to 
a strategy to wait until May 23 to 
decide whether to place a mea-
sure on the November ballot 
that, if approved, would remove 
the ban on same-sex marriage. 

Earlier this year, the group 
Oregon United for Marriage 
announced it had 160,000 sig-
natures, enough to qualify the 
measure for the ballot. After 
Rosenblum announced the 
state would not defend the mar-
riage ban, Oregon United for 
Marriage said it would wait un-
til May 23 for McShane to rule 
on the case and in the interim, 
the group would not submit the 
ballot measure.

Jeana Frazzini, chief peti-
tioner for the measure, did not 
respond directly to questions 
Wednesday regarding wheth-
er Oregon United for Marriage 
will adhere to that timeline. 
Instead, Frazzini during a 
press conference outside the 
courthouse said the group is 
“remaining very nimble,” that 
judges in 13 states have over-
turned similar bans on gay 
marriage and she expects the 
same outcome in Oregon.

David Fidanque, executive 
director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Oregon, said 
lawyers for the plaintiffs in the 
case believe the National Orga-
nization for Marriage does not 
meet the narrow requirements 
to appeal the judge’s decision 
on the motion to intervene, be-
fore the judge has issued a rul-
ing. Lawyers for the ACLU are 
part of the plaintiffs’ legal team.

Near the end of the hearing, 
McShane responded to con-
cerns raised by the National 
Organization for Marriage that 
McShane, who is gay, might 
have a personal interest in the 
outcome of the case. McShane 
said he never attended any 
political rallies in support of 
same-sex marriage, did not re-
call contributing money to cam-
paigns and has not made any 
public statements on the issue.

“I am gay and raising a 
child,” McShane said. “Despite 
being gay, the issue of gay mar-

riage held little legal or person-
al interest to me.”

Cliff Cook, a board member 
of Human Dignity Coalition in 
Central Oregon, said he didn’t 
feel the National Organization 
for Marriage was in a legit-
imate position to defend the 
Oregon Constitution and be-
lieved McShane made the right 
decision.

“I’m guessing two things 
weighed on his mind. It’s not 
really an Oregon organization, 
and they had the opportunity 
on April 23 to be present and 
to be heard,” he said. “This 
(was) clearly a delay tactic, and 
I think he didn’t want to have 
any part of that.”

Ron Berry, a Human Dig-
nity Coalition volunteer, said 
he would like to see a ballot 
measure submitted to see the 
marriage amendment “off the 
books,” but believes a ruling 
overturning the ban would be 
ideal.

“When it comes down to 
time and money, let’s just get it 
done, the easiest way possible,” 
he said. “We’re past the tipping 
point as far as I’m concerned. 
The courts are making deci-
sions here lately that are chang-
ing the landscape. Just because 
back in 2004 there was a ban 
put in place doesn’t mean that 
was right.”

Berry said even if the judge 
doesn’t overturn the ban, Or-
egon United for Marriage has 
enough valid signatures to 
move forward with the ballot 
initiative.

“We’ve got the signatures we 
need, we’ve got the cushion of 
a month, we’ll fundraise, we’ll 
educate,” he said. “It’s not about 
rights and benefits as much as 
it is about love.”

— Reporter: 541-617-7829, 
hborrud@bendbulletin.com
— Bulletin reporter Monicia 

Warner contributed to this report.

Gay marriage
Continued from A1

“Most scientists want to do 
the most powerful experiment 
to get the most durable, power-
ful answers,” said Dr. Francis 
Collins, director of the NIH. 
“For most, this has not been on 
the radar screen as an import-
ant issue. What we’re trying to 
do here is raise consciousness.”

A commentary outlining 
the NIH’s new policy, written 
by Collins and Janine Clay-
ton, director of the institutes’ 
Office of Research on Wom-
en’s Health, was published in 
Nature.

Women now make up more 
than half the participants in 
clinical research funded by the 
institutes, but it has taken years 
to get to this point, and women 
still are often underrepresented 
in clinical trials carried out by 
drug companies and medical 
device manufacturers.

Partly as a result, women 
experience more severe side 
effects from new treatments, 
studies have shown. The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
last year told women to cut in 
half their dose of the sleeping 
pill Ambien, for example, be-
cause new studies showed they 
metabolize the active ingredi-
ent more slowly than men do.

Although statins are the 
most widely prescribed drugs 
in America, evidence of their 
benefit to women is limited 
because clinical trials focused 
more on men. Indeed, women 
respond differently from men 
to a broad array of treatments, 
from aspirin to anesthesia, and 
often do not derive the same 
benefits from them as men.

The problem, experts say, 
begins long before clinical tri-
als start. The ideas for new 
treatments are often generated 
in the laboratory, where gen-
der bias in basic biomedical 
research and neuroscience is 
ingrained.

It has long been a staple of 
basic research that female 
animals make poor subjects 
because their menstrual and 
hormonal cycles may skew test 
results.

Bias in mammalian test sub-
jects was evident in eight of 
10 scientific disciplines in an 
analysis of published research 
conducted by Irving Zucker, 
a professor of psychology and 
integrative biology at Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley. The 
most lopsided was neurosci-
ence, where single-sex studies 
of male animals outnumbered 
those of females by 5.5-to-1.

Contrary to the conventional 
wisdom in laboratories, there 

is far more variability among 
males than among females on a 
number of traits and behaviors, 
Zucker has found. Yet, even 
when researchers study diseas-
es that are more prevalent in 
women — anxiety, depression, 
thyroid disease and multiple 
sclerosis, among them — they 
often rely on male animals, ac-
cording to another analysis led 
by Zucker, who has written ex-
tensively on sex bias in scientif-
ic research.

Jill Becker, a senior research 
scientist at University of Michi-
gan who studies gender differ-
ences in addiction, has found 
that women increase their drug 
use much more rapidly than 
men and that the hormone 
estradiol plays a critical role 
in the escalation, especially 
during ovulation.

Nonetheless, researchers 
studying escalating drug use 
in rats and mice rely almost en-
tirely in males, she said.

“One of the underlying as-
sumptions has been that fe-
males are simply a variation 
on a theme, that it isn’t a funda-
mentally different mechanism, 
that if you’ve learned about the 
male you’ve learned enough 
to deal with both males and 
females,” she said. “We’ve dis-
covered that’s not always the 
case.”

Studies
Continued from A1

NEW YORK — “Listen, 
I’m on an airplane that’s been 
hijacked.”

The voice is calm, as if from a 
man running late for dinner, not 
from someone about to die.

The man speaking, Brian 
Sweeney, is gone, but his last 
message to his wife can be 
heard by picking up a handset 
in the National September 11 
Memorial & Museum, which 
opens next week after years of 
debate over how to remember 
an event that spawned heart-
break, heroism, wars, political 
upheaval and finally the revival 
of ground zero.

President Barack Obama will 
speak today at a dedication cer-
emony for the museum, which 
opens to the public May 21. On 
Wednesday, museum officials 
opened the doors to the media 
and to some of the officials, ar-
chitects, planners and others, 
including 9/11 family members, 
who helped oversee completion 
of the 110,000-square-foot exhi-
bition space at the site of the fall-
en World Trade Center towers.

“It was never easy, but it was 
essential,” said former Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg, chairman 
of the nonprofit foundation 
that manages the museum. 
Bloomberg and Joe Daniels, the 
foundation’s president and chief 
executive, said that despite the 
tragic overtones of items on dis-
play, the goal was to honor the 
nearly 3,000 people who got up 
that morning, left their homes 
and never returned.

“In a very real sense, they 
were who we are,” Daniels said 
of the dead.

The museum also provides 
a history lesson about Osama 

bin Laden and al-Qaida, and 
about the hijackers who seized 
the jets on Sept. 11, 2001, and 
the attackers who bombed the 
World Trade Center in Febru-
ary 1993. Some Muslim groups 
objected to a short film, “The 
Rise of Al Qaeda,” which is part 
of the exhibit, saying it could 
lead viewers to blame Islam for 
the attacks. Some family mem-
bers objected to the museum’s 
$24 admission fee, saying it 
would turn a site of tragedy and 
reflection into a moneymaking 
tourist stop.

Museum a tribute to 9/11’s lost
By Tina Susman
Los Angeles Times

LOOKING AHEAD: MEMORIAL OPENING

The Associated Press

A sign tracking the time Osama Bin Laden was at large is displayed 
at the National September 11 Memorial & Museum in New York. 


